
   Welcome Spring Newsletter 2026 

 

 Happy spring!  Soon the weather will warm up and the landscape 

will be graced with many colors of the beautiful flowers we enjoy 

this time of year.  

A reminder that the Steeplechase Board meetings are informative 

and offer residents an opportunity to share ideas. Our meetings 

are the second Thursday of the month at the Middlebury 

Shepardson Community Center at 6:30 p.m. Come and get to 

know the Board and participate in the discussions.  

 

Interested in talking about gardening, landscaping and the beauty 

of Steeplechase? Esther Bobowick invites all interested residents 

to join the Gardening group on Tuesday April 28 at 10:00 am at 12 

Hackamore Circle, to discuss plans to refresh the front entrance, 

the mailbox areas, the pond, etc.  

Board of Directors – we are still in need of a treasurer. The role includes reviewing the monthly financial 

reports to assist with ensuring our financial status is accurate and funds are spent effectively. They attend 

the monthly Board meetings.  If you are interested or want more information, please contact any of the 

Board members or Eileen Berg, our property manager.  

 Read - Enjoy our Little Free Library this spring / summer! Lots of good reads for adults and kids!   On 

Caveson next to the mailbox area!  

Spring Reminders: 

➢ Property inspections are now conducted by PropertyWorks monthly. Great time of year to fix 

driveways, trim shrubs and trees, paint and repair wood rot and other home maintenance that 

keeps our neighborhoods so inviting. Check outside drains to ensure they are working properly.  

If you know you already have outside projects planned that might impact how your property is           

viewed, please let Eileen Berg – PropertyWorx know in advance – roof replacement, landscape 

trimming, house painting, chimney repairs driveway replacement, etc. 
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➢ Variances - Maintenance/changes you want to perform outside that change the footprint of your 

home (changing the shape of the driveway, enlarging a patio, adding a generator, etc), require the 
submission of a form called a variance request which is sent to the Property Manager.  You can 
receive a copy of the application by calling their office.  
 

➢ Tree removal requires a variance since it is part of your exterior footprint. Please contact 

PropertyWorx if you need a blank form. If you remove a tree, please consider replacing it so we 

continue to have the wooded landscape that our community was originally planned with. Please 

grind down stumps after tree removal for safety and aesthetics. 

 

➢  Summer planting – vegetables are allowed but fruit plants and trees are not per our association 

rules. We have seen bears in our community already this year and prefer not to tempt them from 

continuing to enter our yards. They may seem harmless but there have been accounts of both 

human and animal harm and well as property destruction over the last few years. Safety in our 

community must always be our first priority. Thank you for your cooperation.  

 

Good to know: 

Good to know: 

An unseasonably mild winter has led to high Tick survival rates and increased early-season submissions 

to testing labs, surpassing typical submission rates at this time of year. Current testing has resulted 

in 40% of ticks submitted this year having tested positive for Lyme Disease. Seek medical advice if you 

get a tick bite. 

 

Historic Gardens 

Connecticut is a small state but has a variety of beautiful historic gardens for visitors to enjoy. Take a ride 

to visit any of these. https://www.cthistoricgardens.org/. In particular the heirloom roses at Elizabeth Park 

in West Hartford in June! They have a lovely restaurant at the park as well.  

 

Spring Cleaning?  

Consider donating gently used clothing and furniture to any of the places in our area that will take these 

items. Red, White and Blue Thrift shop in Waterbury, Goodwill in Oxford, Habitat for Humanity in Stratford, 

the Salvation Army, Make it Home Foundation in Middlebury, St. Vincent DePaul in Waterbury, ACTS 4 

Ministries in Waterbury, and the Safe Haven Thrift Shop of Southbury. 
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